Review of Nature-Based
Solutions in the Pacific
Region: Focus and
Opportunities
A scoping review of nature-based solutions (NbS) in the Pacific region was commissioned by
the Climate Resilient by Nature (CRxN) program in 2022 with the objective of highlighting gaps,
successes and lessons learnt from recent and current NbS projects in the Pacific. The project explored:
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• the current regional framework for NbS, including key organisations and projects, the use of
standards and definitions and data coordination;
• the focus of projects by country, sector and habitat; and,

Kerrie Youngs (MCC Environmental and Sustainability): kerrie@mccenvironmental.com.au

• project design and implementation challenges and successes, with a focus on traditional
knowledge and community participation.
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Current Status

28

Multi-Country NbS Projects
identified as underway or
recently completed

96

Natural resource
management and agriculture
sectors have the highest
number of NbS projects

NbS projects were
identified as underway or
recently completed

IUCN global definition of NbS
most widely applied

NbS projects are most
commonly undertaken
in mangrove/inshore
habitats

Remoteness appears to be
a key driver of geographical
gaps

Short funding timeframes
identified as a key barrier
to success

Distribution of NbS
projects in the Pacific

Focus & Successes

Traditional knowledge and
community partnerships are
key to NbS project success

Challenges

Project activities need to
be tailored to the specific
characteristics of the Pacific
nation, sector and site

Key Considerations
for NbS Projects
in the Pacific
IUCN NbS standards represent a useful global framework for designing and implementing
NbS. While these standards are useful as a master framework for conceptualizing NbS,
the use of NbS cannot be generalized. Approaches must be tailored to the specific
characteristics of the location where they will be implemented (i.e. culture, geography,
resource use, capacity and government policy and priorities). Consider the IUCN global
NbS definition and standards and the following factors when designing and imp lementing
NbS projects in the Pacific.

This publication has been funded by
the Australian Government through
the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade. The views expressed in
this publication are the author's
alone and are not necessarily the
views of the Australian Government.

Traditional
Knowledge

Vulnerability to
Climate Change

Community
Partnerships

• Incorporate into baseline information
collection

• Incorporate climate scenarios specific
to project location in design and aim
to increase resilience to current and
future climate impacts

• Co-design projects with communities

• Recognise and value different types
of knowledge
• Respect communities and build trust
• Capture and share local traditional
knowledge related to NbS (i.e. folk
stories)
• Strongly embed traditional
knowledge and governance
structures from design phase through
to implementation

• Design for the local social and
cultural context
• Design initiatives into existing
community and governance
structures
• Empower community
implementation and management
• Be inclusive of under-represented
groups

Project Scaling

• Support youth- and women-led
initiatives

• Build on successes BUT adapt to
new contexts (through community
participation)

• Design for longer-term timescales

• Do not use a one-size-fits-all
approach
• Work with funders for increased
flexibility

Government
Frameworks vs
Local situations
• Ensure appropriateness of
government policies and structures
• In-country consultation should be
conducted with local and national
stakeholders to ensure design aligns
with the local context

Countries as
Large Ocean States
Support Local
Livelihoods
• Incorporate social outcomes in
addition to ecological outcomes
(i.e. culturally appropriate livelihood
outcomes)

• Consider the unique geographic,
resource and logistical challenges of
the Pacific, including:
- Logistical and transportation
challenges
- Marine resources central to
livelihoods
- Limited terrestrial and hydrological
resources

